
 

 

Parent Update 
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March 14, 2018 
Remaining Instructional Days of the 
month: 12 
 
Theory of Action:  

If we plan strategically to intellectually 
engage our students via use of varied data-

based strategies, along with promoting 
student ownership of the learning process, 

then we can tailor instruction to meet the 
individual needs of students to 

demonstrate mastery of standards. 
 
 
“Unity is strength... when there is teamwork 
and collaboration, wonderful things can be 
achieved.” 

~Mattie Stepanek 
 

 
        Celebrations!!!  

 
Parents as Learning Partners (PLP): 
Our sixth PLP of the year took place on 
Friday, February 15, 2018 during the 
first period of the day.  Thank you to all the 
parents who attended! 
 
Parents remarked on all the different ways 
students were counting to 100 in all of the 
grades or celebrating 100 days of school.  "I 
learned math!"  exclaimed one parent. 
 
Our next PLP will take place on Friday, 
March 23rd, 2018 during first period. 
 
 
YES Scholars 
We are pleased to announce that three of 
our 6 grade students were selected as part 
of the YES program (Young Eisner 
Scholars).  YES partners with District 5 to 

select young leaders and equips them with 
the resources, support, and academic skills 
required for success through high school, 
college, and career.  YES Scholars have an 
unprecedented 95% college graduation rate 
from the best universities across America!  
Please join us in congratulating Emily, Isis 
and Trinity. We believe that you will 
continue to make TCCS shine! 
 
District 5 Writing Challenge 
One of our third grade students was awarded 
first place in the District 5 writing challenge 
in her grade group.  Please congratulate 
Willa and her family on this achievement.  
Students across the district wrote pieces 
aligned to the district’s focus of Joy, Pride, 
and Focus.  We are joyful that Willa 
represented TCCS with her submission 
related to pride in your work. 
 
 

        Announcements  
 
Arrival Procedures 
We have heard parent concerns about the 
changes in arrival procedures and we are in 
communication with the SLT, PA Executive 
Board and Safety Committee to come up with 
a solution that will ensure staff and students 
are safe as well as continue our commitment 
to building a strong positive 
community.  More information will be coming 
in the future. 
 
Parent Survey 
Every year parents are asked to complete a 
school survey, and the time has come 
again! Here you will find the link to the 
survey. Online surveys have 
been upgraded this year, and parents are 
able to get the access code by simply clicking 
on a link after starting the survey process. 
You will then be prompted to type in your 
child’s name, birthdate, and school. Next you 
will see your access code pop up. 
Please choose the option to have a 
confirmation emailed to you, stating that you 
completed the survey. When you show this 
confirmation to our Parent Coordinator Ms. 



Guerrido, your child will receive a coupon 
worth 10 PBIS tickets for shopping. 
 
Brain Awareness Week 
The Neuroscience and Education program 
at Teachers College is participating 
in Brain Awareness Week and will host 
a Brain Awareness Day at TCCS on March 
19th.   
 
Brain Awareness Day will take place in the 
science room for 5th and 6th grade 
students.   
 
Talent Show: 
Previews for TCCS’s first talent show will 
start next week.  We are excited for this 
upcoming showcase of student talent.  
Thank you to everyone assisting with this! 
 
Care-o-grams: 
This year’s care-o-grams were a success!  
As a whole, these were greatly appreciated 
by both faculty and students.  
 
Please join me in congratulating the 
Student Council in raising $1,030.75 
through the Care-o-gram initiative! We will 
keep you posted with how they plan on 
using their funds. 
 
Respect for All Week: 
Our Respect for All Week occurred the week 
of February 12th-15th.  In observance of this 
and the 100th day of school that occurred 
on February 15th, students worked on 100 
Acts of Kindness that were displayed in the 
multipurpose room.  
 
New Fish! 
Please stop by to see the new fish that have 
joined our TCCS family! Thank you to the 
PTA for donating these fish as our new 
pets!  Students will be voting on names for 
the fish. 
 
Student Led Conferences: 
We invite you to join us for our Spring 
Student–Led Conferences. These 
discussions empower our students to 
reflect on their strengths, areas of growth, 

and the goals they have set for this academic 
year. 
 
Student reflections and concrete examples of 
their work can reveal much more about 
students’ learning and growth that cannot 
always be conveyed through teacher grades 
or comments.  
 
During our student-led conferences on  
Wednesday, March 14th from 4:30 pm – 
7:30 p.m. and Thursday, March 15th 
from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. your child will 
sit down with you and share their 
achievements, acknowledge their learning 
challenges, consider how their learning 
habits and attitudes have changed, and set 
learning goals for the remainder of the school 
year. 
 
We look forward to welcoming our parents 
and guardians into the classroom to discuss 
your students’ learning thus far. 
 
Spring ELA and Math Assessments: 
We have successfully completed our Spring 
Math and ELA Assessments for grades 3-6!  
Thank you for your cooperation.  This tool is 
used to inform our instructional decisions, 
assess student performance, and monitor 
progress.  These assessments are also 
simulation to prepare our staff and students 
for the upcoming state tests. Students’ 
performance results are accessible on 
SchoolNet. 
https://nyc.schoolnet.com/authentication.a
spx 
 
New York State ELA Exams: 
The New York State ELA exams for grades 3-
6 will occur on April 11th-12th.    An 
information session for grades 3-6 students 
will be held on Wednesday, March 21st, 2018 
at 5:30 – 6:00 PM to discuss the format of 
the exam this year. 
 
Attendance: 
School-wide attendance for the month of 
February was 94.6%. 
 



Join me in congratulating Ms. Well’s class, 
2-305, for achieving 98.1% attendance in 
February! 
 
Please stop by the main lobby to see our 
class attendance bulletin board and 
celebrate our students who have achieved 
100% attendance! 
 
Our attendance goal is 98%!  Showing up 
counts! 
 

This month’s PBIS Focus Behavior:  
Act Safely 

 
PBIS Shopping:  
We did it! Every class has had the chance 
to shop for PBIS rewards. Tickets for PBIS 
shopping are earned through exhibiting 
positive behaviors. 
 
PBIS Home – School Connection Tip:  
Ask your child to describe how they are 
acting safely at TCCS. Probe them to share 
what it looks like, sounds like and feels 
like.  
 
SBMHC at TCCS 
The School Based Mental Health 
Collaboration (SBMHC) from TC has been 
present at TCCS since September. The 
team of psychologists and psychology 
students works within classrooms to help 
support the mental health and social-
emotional well-being of TCCS students. 
Classroom consultants from the SBMHC 
team have formed relationships with 
teachers, students, and other professionals 
within the classroom and together they 
have been reinforcing social emotional 
learning.For example, the consultants have 
integrated many concepts from the TCCS 
Second Step Program into the regular 
school day. Students have learned about 
skills necessary for learning, such as 
listening, focus and attention, and following 
directions. They have also been working on 
concepts such as empathy. Lessons have 
revolved around developing skills for 

identifying feelings, showing care and 
concern for others, and predicting feelings. 
Please reach out to the SBMHC team if you’d 
like more information. 
Dr. Nancy Eppler Wolff, and Dr. Sepideh 
Homayoonfar (sbmhc@tc.columbia.edu) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Coming Up Soon!  
 
FUTURE DATES:  
o Student Led Conferences, March 14th-

15th  
o No after school programming, March 

14th-15th  
o Early dismissal for students, March 15th  
o Parents as Learning Partners, March 23rd  
o No after school programming, March 29th  
o Spring Recess (No School), March 30th-

April 6th 
o Welcome Back, April 9th  
o New York State ELA Exams, Grades 3-6, 

April 11th-12th  


